
Brisbane History Group 

 

Petrie Terrace Photo Study – Musgrave Road vApril 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Old Normanby Hotel (on right) pre 1890 
From an original watercolour by A Sinclair (SLQ) 
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This study relates to the area bounded by Hale Street, Musgrave Road, Petrie Terrace and Milton 

Road, and primarily the residential area behind the mixed commercial street frontages of Caxton 

Street and Petrie Terrace. City Plan 2014 has much of the area zoned CH1 Character Residential. 

The area was the subject of a field study undertaken by the National Trust in 1977, suggesting they 

were active in designating this town planning/development constraint. The BHG Research Library has 

digitised copies of many of the worksheets for each individual property, and photographic prints of 

some of the buildings and houses from that time. Rod Fisher and his associates subsequently, during 

the 1980s, returned and photographed the buildings again.  

Forty years later we decided it was time for an update, and this set of street albums provides a 

snapshot of how the houses, predominantly small lot timber cottages, have been adapted for current 

day living. The area was predominantly working class in the 1970s, however, as with other older city 

fringe suburbs this has changed over time. It will primarily be of interest to residents interested in 

the history of their home, and we would welcome feedback, particularly if you would like to share 

this information in future updates. 

For the albums we have used scanned copies of photographic prints when available, photocopies 

when not, and digital images for current conditions. A number of the houses photographed in the 

1980s included side and rear views which can be made available on request. There appears to have 

been some renumbering of properties over time – apologies in advance if we have erred. 

Your comments and corrections will be appreciated. 

Kaye Mobsby & Andrew Darbyshire   bhgresearchlibrary@gmail.com 
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1883 Land Auction plan of Bishop’s Hill, Petrie Terrace (SLQ) 

Petrie Terrace west of Fiveways would subsequently be renamed Musgrave Road and the 

north-south Gov’t Road, initially Cemetery Road, would be extended through Portion 315 and 

become Hale Street 

 

‘Bishop’s Hill’ was an appropriate name for this locale, James Quinn the RC Bishop of 

Brisbane purchased seven of the Portions fronting Petrie Terrace stretching from Regent 

Street to Hale Street. He missed out on Portion 311 which was purchased by Edward 

Wyndham Tufnell, C of E Bishop of Brisbane.  
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August 2023 

Musgrave Road looking west 
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Moreton Mail 25 Oct 1889 

(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 
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No 1 Musgrave Road 
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c1890 (State Library of Queensland ) 

Queensland Government Heritage Register 

The original Normanby Hotel opened in 1872. The first owner and publican, Matthew Burton, 
purchased land on the corner of Musgrave and Kelvin Grove Roads in 1865. In December 
1871 Burton (originally a carpenter) gave notice of his intention to apply for a publican's 
licence for the Normanby Hotel, which was granted in January 1872. The original hotel, a 
two storey timber building was oriented towards Kelvin Grove Rd. 

Following the death of Matthew Burton in 1873, the property and lease of the hotel was 
transferred to his wife Elizabeth Sophia Burton, who continued to operate the hotel. The 
lease was transferred a number of times from the mid-1880s until William Valentine signed a 
lease in 1888 for 14 years. 

In late 1889, architect John Beauchamp Nicholson, engaged by leaseholder William 
Valentine, called for tenders for pulling down and rebuilding the Normanby Hotel. Nicholson 
formally went into partnership with Dutch-trained English-born architect Alfred Wright in 
early 1890 and Wright is considered to be responsible for the design of the new building.  

The new Normanby Hotel  was formally opened in December 1890, a large, ornate two 
storey brick building with a lower level to the rear. The hotel was built to face Musgrave Rd 
and its principal elevations were Musgrave Rd and its eastern side, facing a small reserve at 
the corner of Musgrave and Kelvin Grove Roads. Internally the hotel contained bars and 
parlours, drawing and billiard rooms, and accommodation for both guests and 
lessees/employees. The building was described in great detail in a Brisbane Courier article at 
the time of opening (see below), while a sketch of the building appeared in the Building and 
Engineering Journal of Australia and New Zealand in 1891.The hotel was built at a cost of 
£4000, with Thomas Game the contractor.   
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The Courier Mail 1 August 1936 
(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 
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‘Rear’ of No 16 St James Street 
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Warren Lodge 

In the early 1930s to cater for the housing shortage as well as to generate income many 
home owners in the inner-city suburbs converted houses into tenements, where tenants 
would share bathrooms, toilets and kitchens. This led to community concerns of 
overcrowding and increased hygiene problems. 

A fashionable and more sophisticated alternative to this form of accommodation was the 
purpose built block of self-contained flats, marketed mainly at single people and childless 
couples. The earliest self-contained flats in Brisbane were generally conveniently situated 
close to trams, trains and shopping facilities in inner-city suburbs such as Spring Hill, New 
Farm and Fortitude Valley.  

Most interwar flats in Brisbane were architecturally designed and constructed from good 
quality brick and timber.  

In 1941 Ernest Frank Morley and his wife Edith Lily Morley purchased several parcels of land 
along Musgrave Road, Petrie Terrace. Morley, a building contractor, built a new set of six 
brick flats on the site. It is unclear if he designed them himself or if they had an architect. 

The application for the construction of the flats was approved by the Brisbane City Council 
and was recorded to cost £2950. By 1943 the flats had been completed and the Morley’s 
were recorded in the Electoral Rolls as residing at ‘Warren Lodge’. The flats were designed 
with many Functionalist architectural features and were ideally situated close to the city and 
the Normanby Fiveways tramline.   

‘Warren Lodge’ is important in demonstrating Brisbane’s development pattern in the early 
1940s, in particular in Petrie Terrace, and the way in which ideas about acceptable forms of 
housing were changing. 

‘Warren Lodge’ also known as ‘Charleston Mews’ 
Brisbane City Council Local Heritage Place since 16 February 2018 
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‘Rear’ of Nos 1 & 2/27 St James Street 
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Warriston, Musgrave Road 

Warriston was erected in the 1880s when timber and tin were becoming more acceptable 
materials for fashionable residences. Because of its scale, this building was readily turned 
into a boarding-house during the 1910s. Sheeted and stuccoed over, it operated as ‘Berkeley 
Flats’. Only the fretwork sides of sunhoods, double brackets beneath eaves, pointed 
acroterions at gutter corners, double chimneys and the hipped iron roofline showed 
something of its pedigree. Aided by early photographs, professional expertise, enthusiasm 
and a mint of money, the building was restored  in rich colour as well as timber detail, plus 
modern plumbing and air-conditioning.  

Compared with the hovels behind the hill, Warriston provided elite living. This was the abode 
of David Pringle Milne, a West Ward alderman (1870 to 1876) and retired manufacturer of 
the ‘Glasgow Boot and Shoe Mart’ in Queen Street, hence the name ‘Warriston’, a northern 
district of Edinburgh. However, the two blocks of land had been acquired in the name of his 
wife Christina, in 1866 and 1874. Their early address was Petrie Terrace, which was renamed 
Musgrave Road after the sudden death of the Governor in 1888. 

Since the Milnes lived on this site from the late 1860s and no mortgage was recorded, it is 
difficult to date the building exactly. Moreover Warriston is not one dwelling but two, 
separated by a brick and plaster party-wall, each semi-detached residence having three 
bedrooms up, two living rooms down joined by folded doors, and a detached kitchen at the 
back. However, the directories show that from 1887, when the building was first listed by 
name, the Milnes lived on one side in Warriston No. 2, while No. 1 was occupied successively 
by business and white collar householders. These included surveyors WM Davidson and CT 
Bedford, Albert E. Harte, a prominent stock and share broker of Queen Street, and Captain 
James C O’Brien of the Queensland Defence Force. During the later 1890s, a private boarding 
school was conducted in Warriston No. 1 by Mrs WB and Miss AM Brown. The proximity of 
Victoria Barracks accounted for the presence of further military gentlemen, named Major W 
Howard Tunbridge and Major Victor Sellheim, around the turn of the century. 

Altogether this indicates that Warriston replaced an earlier Milne family dwelling and quite 
likely its easterly neighbour, Victoria House, between 1885 and 1887. It was built as a pair of 
semi-detached residences for middle class people who could afford a greater degree of space 
and style. But it was basically a glorified timber structure which was constructed against an 
earlier, single-storied building providing verandahed kitchens and servants quarters, well out 
of sight at the rear of the brand new Warriston 1 and 2. 

Petrie Terrace Brisbane 1858-1988; ‘Its ups and downs’  
by Steve Woolcock & Rod Fisher 
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‘Rear’ of No 29 St James Street 
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‘Rear’ of No 12 Earl Street  
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No 14 Musgrave Road (and Nos 9 and 9A Earl Street) 
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OLD NORMANBY STORE c1912, cnr Musgrave Road and Earl Street  

At the Earl Street corner of Musgrave Road is a small two-storied shop-house, a newsagency 
since 1936. Earl Street first comprised a large allotment bought from under Bishop Quinn’s 
nose in 1861 by Edward Tufnell, the Anglican Bishop. In 1878 this was gained by John Bale, a 
Brisbane accountant, who sold 26 lots of about 6 perches.  

On three corner blocks of the ‘Bishops Hill’, a fine timber dwelling facing Musgrave Road was 
built by 1896 as a rental proposition for John James Clark, a former Colonial Architect. The 
next owners, Alfred Sands, a ganger, and his wife Elizabeth, moved there from lower down in 
Earl Street and built the shop-house in front, which has been occupied since 1912. Looking at 
Musgrave Road today, one might suppose that this was simply an old corner store. No such 
thing – this shop with several others opposite and on Petrie Terrace are the remnants of a 
once thriving business centre. 

The principal shopping centre sprang up in the 1860s where Caxton Street met Petrie 
Terrace, facilitated by through roads, settlement of the southern end, public houses, the gaol 
and the barracks. Such was the variety of services by the 1880s that residents hardly needed 
to visit the city. As settlement spread northwards in the 1880s, a second centre developed 
around Normanby, named after the Governor of 1871-74.  

Being at the intersection of five major roads and four populous suburbs, the Fiveways 
boasted a hotel, post office, railway station, fire brigade, and businesses along Musgrave 
Road. In 1939 these included a newsagency, hairdresser/tobacconist, butcher and 
confectioner, two general stores and three mixed businesses, a printer, two motor garages, 
and a plumber.  

Petrie Terrace Brisbane 1858-1988; ‘Its ups and downs’  
by Steve Woolcock & Rod Fisher  
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Above Part 1927 Plan 448 (Brisbane City Archives) and below Part 1961 Aerial photograph 

(QImagery) of the same northern side of Musgrave Road. Starting at the Normanby Hotel 

and heading west, by 1961 the first building fronting Musgrave has been demolished, 

Clarendon and its shops remain (demolished after c1983), and the vacant site beyond the 

‘trapezoid shaped’ shop is now part of the Egg Board complex built in the mid 1950s 

 

 

Nos 1 -23 Musgrave Road  
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No 15 – 17 Musgrave Road 
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From as early as 1912 ‘Clarendon’ at No 15 Musgrave Road was advertised as a boarding 
house. Attached to the building there appears to be two shops on the street frontage  (The 
Telegraph 10 Feb 1912) 

 

 

Part 1927 Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board Plan No 448 
(Brisbane City Archives) 

 

 

Daily Standard 10 Apr 1933 
(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers)  
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No 21 Musgrave Road 
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No 23 Musgrave Road 
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Site of the Normanby Picture palace highlighted in yellow on 
Part of the 1927 Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board Plan 448 

(Brisbane City Archives) 
 

 

1916 MWS&SB Surveyor’s notebook 
(Brisbane City Archives) 
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          The Telegraph 15 Aug 1911                                  The Telegraph 16 Aug 1911   

(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 

 

 

Musgrave Road looking south east c191.2 The screen at the bottom of the slope, the rows of  
seats, and the Bushell’s Tea advert on the side of the small building are all believed to be part 

of the Normanby Picture Palace  
(State Library of Qld) 
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National Leader 27 Jul 1917 
 (National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 

 
 

Richard Smythe, the butcher who lived on the opposite side of Musgrave Road (No 34) 
owned this picture theatre for some time prior July 1917. Ownership changed hands that 
year and by 1924 it was advertised for sale, with enquiries to be made at Smythe’s address.  

  



Brisbane History Group 

 

Petrie Terrace Photo Study – Musgrave Road vApril 2025 

 

 

 

Footpath collapse during construction of the foundations for the Queensland  
Egg Marketing Board building in 1956 

 (Brisbane City Archives) 
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Above Part 1927 MWS&SB Plan 111 (Brisbane City Archives) and below Part 1961 aerial 

photograph (QImagery). At the time of the initial survey for the 1927 plan there was a forge 

and carriage works on the Belgrave/Musgrave corner, and a building to the west of No 34, 

the local Fire Station (built in the parkland) 

 

 
 

Nos 24 to 34 Musgrave Road  
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No 24 Musgrave Road 
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Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board 
Surveyor’s notebook – No 24 Musgrave Road 

(Brisbane City Archives)  
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1988 Demolition of this row of shops underway 

No 26 – 34 Musgrave Road 
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Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board 
Surveyor’s notebook – No 26 Musgrave Road 

(Brisbane City Archives)  
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Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board 
Surveyor’s notebook  – No28 - 30 Musgrave Road 

(Brisbane City Archives)  
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Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board 
Surveyor’s notebook – No 34 Musgrave Road 

(Brisbane City Archives)  

 



Brisbane History Group 

 

Petrie Terrace Photo Study – Musgrave Road vApril 2025 

 

Excerpts from an interview with Mervyn Smythe 1990s 

Our family butcher shop was originally built in 1896 and we have a receipt dated that year 
for 5 pounds of nails costing 4s. The timber was 5s and the whole job cost £5 something.  All 
the family helped out in that shop and the children in the family were the cleaners. As you 
got to a certain age, you went to work. The family house was there too, and the 
grandparents. It was on the corner of the park, on top of the butcher shop, corner of Hale 
Street and Musgrave Road. 

There used to be horse stables at the end of this street believe it or not and my grandad 
Richard Smythe used to go down there on Sundays and play cards. Grandad got this great 
big lump of meat and hammered it under the table and when they all arrived to play cards 
they were saying “gee, something stinks”. They kept shifting the table around but they were 
taking the smell with them. One day my dad Leslie Smythe painted a bird (pigeon) and took it 
down to the Normanby and told them it had escaped from a Japanese fishing boat. One day 
they gave it a wash and the paint came off. He was always playing jokes on people. 

There were two abattoirs out the back of the butcher’s shop where the beasts were 
slaughtered and dripping was made in a great big copper. The Smythe family also had two 
mixed businesses in that area of Musgrave Road, and an old shop – a blacksmith’s shop. 
Across the road there was a cafe and an ice-cream parlour, also a fish and chip shop. We had 
everything we needed, just in this little area. 

The Mansfields had the butcher shop after the Smythe family and that’s when the Council 
put ‘no parking signs’ on Musgrave Road and nobody stopped at the butcher shop anymore.  

(Several generations of the Smythe family were butchers ...... Richard Smythe, who built the 
original shop in 1896, then his sons Leslie and Bonnie, followed by Leslie’s son Mervyn.) 

 

 

Mervyn Smythe 1952 
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Richard and Jane Smythe with children Leslie and Dolly – circa 1910 

 

 

Richard Smythe (left) with son Leslie and unnamed staff member in abattoir at rear of 
butcher shop 1910s 

(Photos courtesy of Mervyn Smythe) 
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Two other sons of Richard Smythe, also residing in Musgrave Road, were Dick and Eddie 
Smythe, both motorcycle champions.  

 

 

1928 Davies Park Speedway - Charlie Spinks - Billy Lamont - Dick Smythe - Vic Huxley  
(Speed and Road Race History website) 

 

             

                 Dick Smythe                                            Eddie Smythe 
  1937 Player’s cigarette card                              The Telegraph 11 Feb 1929 
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Dick and Eddie Smythe operated the Normanby Speedway Garage (Note ‘Petrol Bowsers’ on 
plan below) at 39 Musgrave Road in the 1930s. Eddie and his wife lived next door at 
‘Braeside’ 37 Musgrave Road. 

 

Part 1927 Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board Plan No 448 
(Brisbane City Archives) 

 

(History of the Normanby Triangle by Desley Drevins 2011) 
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Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board 
Surveyor’s notebook  

(Brisbane City Archives)  
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Corner of Musgrave Road and Hale Street 

Babbidge Park was named after Benjamin Babbidge who in 1878 was elected Alderman for 
the North Ward of the Brisbane Council and was elected mayor in February 1885. In that 
year more money was spent on public works than ever before. As mayor, Babbidge was 
instrumental in forming the Blind, Deaf and Dumb Institute and subscribed £100 to its 
building fund. He resigned from the North ward in 1887.  

(Australian Dictionary of Biography) 

Every weekend Bingo was played in the park during the 1930s when the Depression was on. 
Not everybody had a radio and the SP bookie was in one of the houses up near the park.  

(Les Wiseman 1990s) 

Circa 1890 a new Petrie Terrace Fire Station with residence was built on land fronting 
Musgrave Road, previously part of Babbage Park. By 1921 it was no longer in use and the 
building was sold. 

 

        

                         Moreton Mail 31 Jan 1890                                The Telegraph 2 Apr 1921 
(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 

From the fire station, there was a cable running down to 17 Lower Clifton Terrace, the home 
of volunteer fire man Albert Skuce. A bell at the end of the cable alerted him to a fire. 

During World War II there was a sandbag bunker in Babbidge Park next to the butcher. Leslie 
Smythe was the air raid warden. 

 (History of the Normanby Triangle, Desley Drevins 2011) 
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Musgrave Road looking east, Hale Street on right, Lower Clifton Terrace on left  
Construction of Clifton Terrace underpass 1968 

 
(Percy Meara, Remembering the Brisbane Tramways facebook page) 
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No 43 Musgrave Road 
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The 1961 aerial photograph above (QImagery) shows two buildings between the garage on 

the corner of Lower Clifton Terrace and the large two story building at No 55. Both were 

subsequently removed after this photograph. Patti Hobbs (2025) lived in the house next to 

the garage in the early 1970s, her brother was a mechanic there. At the time the lot next 

door was vacant. Interestingly the roof of the house they lived in is remarkably similar to the 

house now at No 51  

 

1968 No 43 Musgrave Road on left hand side – Shell Garage 

(Brisbane City Archives)  
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No 50 - 54 Musgrave Road 
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1984 (For sale sign on vacant lot now No 51) 
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No 51 Musgrave Road 
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No 55A & B Musgrave Road  
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No 59 Musgrave Road 
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No 61 Musgrave Road 
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From 1903, the firm was listed as 'BB Whitehouse & Co.' at 185 George Street, and this name 
appears on all of their organs up to 1920. In 1921, the organ-building part of the firm moved 
to a new location at Musgrave Road, Red Hill, Brisbane, and became known as 'Whitehouse 

Brothers’ 
(Organ Historical Trust of Australia) 

 

  

Pipe organs being built at Whitehouse Bros in Musgrave Road 
The Telegraph 20 June 1927 

(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 
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The Telegraph 11 Jan 1934 
(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 
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c1935 (State Library of Queensland) 
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Musgrave Road looking east 
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July 1900 Plan of City of Brisbane & Suburbs according to the original land grants 

(Surveyor General’s Office –State Library of Queensland) 
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1951 Part aerial photograph BCC 000539333 

(Queensland Government -QImagery) 


