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This study relates to the area bounded by Hale Street, Musgrave Road, Petrie Terrace and Milton 

Road, and primarily the residential area behind the mixed commercial street frontages of Caxton 

Street and Petrie Terrace. City Plan 2014 has much of the area zoned CH1 Character Residential. 

The area was the subject of a field study undertaken by the National Trust in 1977, suggesting they 

were active in designating this town planning/development constraint. The BHG Research Library has 

digitised copies of many of the worksheets for each individual property, and photographic prints of 

some of the buildings and houses from that time. Rod Fisher and his associates subsequently, during 

the 1980s, returned and photographed the buildings again.  

Forty years later we decided it was time for an update, and this set of street albums provides a 

snapshot of how the houses, predominantly small lot timber cottages, have been adapted for current 

day living. The area was predominantly working class in the 1970s, however, as with other older city 

fringe suburbs this has changed over time. It will primarily be of interest to residents interested in 

the history of their home, and we would welcome feedback, particularly if you would like to share 

this information in future updates. 

For the albums we have used scanned copies of photographic prints when available, photocopies 

when not, and digital images for current conditions. A number of the houses photographed in the 

1980s included side and rear views which can be made available on request. There appears to have 

been some renumbering of properties over time – apologies in advance if we have erred. 

Your comments and corrections will be appreciated. 

Kaye Mobsby & Andrew Darbyshire   bhgresearchlibrary@gmail.com 

 

mailto:bhgresearchlibrary@gmail.com
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To enable the construction of the Inner City Bypass the houses  

                on the western side of Hale Street had to be removed or demolished  

so this album covers just the eastern side of the street, the ‘odd’ numbers. 

What information we have on the ‘even’ side are included in a  

separate Western Precinct album. 

 

 

The street has had three recognised names, initially ‘Boundary’ being  

the western boundary of the Brisbane Municipality, then ‘Cemetery’  

during the active period of the burial grounds before the move to 

 Toowong, and finally Hale Street from around 1890. 

 

Where noted we have included summaries from the interviews  

and research undertaken by Nathalie Haymann for her book 

‘Resumed in protest, the human cost of roads’.  

Copies of which are held in BHG Research Library 
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The Brisbane Courier 19 Aug 1867 
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 
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Original 1863 Subdivision Plan for the ‘Regent Estate’ 
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July 2023 

Hale Street looking North 
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No 1 Hale Street 
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Nov 2022 (Google street view) 

No 1 Hale Street (Cont) 
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New building description from The Queenslander 28 March 1868 

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 

 

 

Part 1874 panorama of Petrie Terrace viewed from the south west 
Note the bell tower and spire on the school roof 

 (State Library Queensland)) 
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OLD PETRIE TERRACE SCHOOL 1868 – cnr Hale Street and Milton Road  

When Petrie Terrace was settled in the 1860s, the large allotment on this corner was 
reserved for educational purposes. Because of rapid settlement and local demand, the Board 
of Education established a government school there, which opened its doors at 9.30am on 
Monday 23 March 1868. 

During the first year the roll-call total was over 300 children. In 1873 an average of 240 
students were crammed into a single 70 x 22 feet schoolroom designed for half that number, 
with boys and girls departments on either side. Such was the congestion and parental 
pressure that the district inspector recommended a new school for girls including a room for 
the 87 infants enrolled. Consequently a larger building was constructed to the north of the 
first by 1875. Even greater expansion during the 1880s necessitated a completely separate 
boys’ school in 1888 which was built in Moreton Street. Family contraction since the Second 
World War has brought about the removal of girls and infants to the boys’ school, the old 
school being devoted to special education. 

The person responsible for planning both of the early buildings was Richard George Suter, 
one of Queensland’s most significant school and church architects. In 1873 he specified his 
intention of designing the new buildings ‘in character with the present school’, while allowing 
for ‘the great inequality of the site’. Shortly afterwards he also designed old Christ Church on 
the opposite side of the Cemetery Road, now Hale Street. 

What Suter planned was a fine pair of Gothic revival buildings, with stone footings, 
unpainted brick walls, shingle roofs, stone lintels, timber joinery and many decorative details, 
especially around the windows and eaves. The original impact of this work has been lessened 
in recent years by unsympathetic additions and overlays for practical purposes.  But in its 
prime the Petrie Terrace school on the hill stood out solidly and architecturally from the 
timber shacks as a centre of learning and culture. 

There were, of course, the mundane problems of wet weather and floods, truancy and 
epidemics, inebriated teachers and tyrannous headmistresses, corporal punishment and 
protective parents.  Cases of vandalism were commonly reported, the most reprehensible 
being in ‘the procuring from some cesspit of about a gallon of human excrement and in filling 
therewith the school pannikins, the box enclosing the water-tap etc, and in plastering the 
surroundings thereof with the same material in a most disgusting manner’ (1877). The two 
culprits, who attended no school themselves, were aged 10 and 12, one of whose sisters was 
a pupil teacher at Petrie Terrace. 

Nevertheless, until the opening of Caxton Street Hall in 1884, the school functioned as a 
community meeting-place for gatherings of ratepayers, Oddfellows, Anglicans, cricketers and 
concert-goers – and neighbours without town water laid on, availed themselves of the school 
tap. To all of this can be added its enviable reputation as a centre of training and scholarship. 

Petrie Terrace Brisbane 1858-1988; ‘Its ups and downs’  
by Steve Woolcock & Rod Fisher 
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Part 1927 Metropolitan Water Supply & Sewerage Board Plan 113 

 

From the 1890s to at least 1959, members of the Jeacocke family lived next door to the 

school at No 37 Hale Street. Students at the school knew Mrs Jeacocke as the ‘lady who 

looked after the school’. 

The following is from her obituary in the Daily Standard 23 Nov 1932: 

‘As a mark of respect the children of the Petrie Terrace Girls and Infants' State School, of 

which Miss A. Fortescue is principal, formed a guard of honour on each side of Hale Street 

from the school, through which the cortege passed. This was supervised by the teachers, in 

token of their respect for Mrs. Jeacocke, who had 42 years' association with the school as 

caretaker.’ 

 

1977 Mrs Jeacocke’s house next to the school ? 
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July 2023 

No 69 Hale Street (previously No 57) 
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Part 1927 Metropolitan Water Supply & Sewerage Board Plan 113 

Extracts from a  La Boite Website article by Christine Comans 

A box, a theatre in the round; it was an amazing choice. How did it all happen? Although 
Brisbane Repertory Theatre had been going strong since 1925, it had never had a home of its 
own. Then Bruce Blocksidge had a good idea: why not convert the Hale Street cottage owned 
by the theatre into a performance space? And there it was - La Boite - theatre in the box! 

In June 1967, one of the most significant 'openings' in Brisbane's theatre history took place: 
the opening of Brisbane Repertory Theatre's first mainhouse production in its own tiny 
theatre. This first 'La Boite ' was an intimate, 70 seat, box-like space created for the purpose 
of theatre-in-the-round in a converted cottage in inner-city Milton. With its interior walls 
ripped out and benches placed around the remaining walls, a performance space of exactly 
22 feet 3 inches square was created. With the opening of this tiny theatre-in-the-round a 
dramatic change had taken place for this organisation, and one that set in train a process of 
experimentation and calculated risk-taking that has continued to characterise La Boite's 
development ever since. 

The issue of finding a home of their own had come to a head in early 1967 with news of an 
impending closure and demolition of Albert Hall, which subsequently occurred in 1969.  

The first La Boite opened at 57 Hale Street on June 23, 1967 with a production of John 
Osborne's harshly realistic English drama Look Back in Anger directed by Babette Stephens 
starring Bille Brown.  

Except that it did not have an unchanging ensemble of actors and no-one was paid, La Boite 
began its life very much like a professional English repertory company: it played every week 
including Christmas and Easter from Thursday to Saturday. When one play was in rehearsal 
another was in production. Babette Stephens joked that with the demise of the famous 
Windmill Theatre in London, La Boite could with impunity adopt their famous slogan 'We 
Never Close'. During the short span of its life (1967 to 1971), thirty-eight productions were 
mounted in this first La Boite.  
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(Courtesy La Boite Website) 
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(Courtesy La Boite Website) 

The house on opposite corner of Sexton Street is No 51 Hale Street (now rotated on the block 
and addressed as No 58 Sexton Street) 
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No 69 Hale Street (Cont) 
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No 71 Hale Street 
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No 75 Hale Street 
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No 79 Hale Street 
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Frederick and Annie Clifford had seven sons, all born (from 1905) at their home No 77 Hale 

Street (now No 79). Annie’s parents John and Jane Hall were the original owners of the two 

storey general store on the opposite side of Hale Street (cnr Charlotte Street). 

 

“There were nine people in our house, we had three in a bed. We used to put horses and 

carts down the side of the house in the back yard. Our fowls used to run across Hale Street 

into Lang Park for a feed and then come back again. We used to run our horses over there 

too, but we had to keep watch because the man from the pound would come along and take 

them away.” 

From an interview with George Clifford early 1990s 
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July 2023  

No 83 Hale Street 
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1977  

Side view of No 83 built circa 1870s, this shows the kind of extensions which could be readily 

made to an early hip roofed cottage, namely a second hip, front and back verandahs and a 

semi-detached kitchen house. 

Walk/Drive Heritage Tour, BHG publication 1989 

 

Still vacant this block up from No 83 has been fenced and now has a letter box numbered 62 

on the  Judge Street frontage. 
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April 2023 

Cnr Hale and Judge Streets (now Judge Street address) 
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 (Baptist Assn of Qld Jubilee, Record Vol 1855 – 1905) 
 

The Petrie Terrace Baptist Church started in 1867, with a Sunday school and a Band of Hope 
for young people shunning alcohol, in a Princess Street house. The church was constituted in 
1870 following the erection of a small timber building on the slope above Hale Street but 
facing Chapel Street behind. Known as the Baptist Chapel or Temperance Hall, this was well 
used by other associations. There was also a night school, which developed into an 
Educational Institute, conducted by masters from the Grammar School. 

These developments necessitated a larger church, built at the back of the old chapel but 
facing Hale Street, and opened in 1895. In later years the hall was removed and the 
decorative joinery of the church was obliterated. The porch and gable tracery were boxed in 
with fibro sheeting, but the triform window in the front wall and the rose window in the back 
suggest that Baptism was not necessarily bare religion. 

Though many residents saw that this church played a leading role in the community, three 
persons stand out. William Grimes Snr, an early settler, Queen Street draper and Petrie 
Terrace inhabitant, commenced the work in his Princess Street house. Over the years Edmund 
Gregory, a pioneer Baptist and later Government Printer who purchased the large allotment 
at Milton Road intersection and built ‘Tulloona’, filled many church oficces including 
treasurer, trustee and conductor. 

Most of all this was the work of William Moore, one of the original Petrie Terrace landowners 
and a lay preacher initially. Moore joined with others in forming the church, but provided the 
land for the first chapel and became its pastor from 1870 to 1886 and 1890 to 1891.  

Petrie Terrace Brisbane 1858-1988; ‘Its ups and downs’  
by Steve Woolcock & Rod Fisher (page 52) 
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The Telegraph 7 Jan 1895 
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 
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Daily Standard 5 Feb 1936 
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 

 

 

1938 View of section of Hale Street taken from the rubbish dump which existed on the 
opposite side of the road before the Lang Park athletic track was constructed. 

(State Library Queensland) 
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Bonita Cattell Paddington Then & Now Facebook Post 

In 1947 my father Rev Reg Jarrott began his first pastorate at Petrie Terrace Baptist Church. 
We were living at 16 Walsh Street, Milton. At his welcome there were two people, their dog  
and family members. 

On the photograph below (left to right) Thomas Morgan Pryce-Davis, his wife Valmae (nee 
Jarrott), my grandmother Martha Mary Jarrott (nee Tonges, formerly Tinghes an 
unacceptable German name) and my parents Alice Jean Jarrott (nee Page) and Reginald 
Edward Jarrott outside the Petrie Terrace Baptist Church in 1947.  

Alice’s mother was Myrtle May King, part of the family of John King the only survivor of the 
Burke and Wills expedition. Myrtle was orphaned when her mother, who was carrying her, 
was walking from a tent on the goldfields at Diamond Valley, Victoria to get help from a 
doctor for a post-partum haemorrhage. She died along the way.  
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1983 Meet the new Pastor leaflet 

(Dated by Baptist Church Archives) 

The church building was moved slightly closer to Judge Street as part of the redevelopment 

of the site in the 1990s (Paddington Then and Now Facebook comment by Per Davidsson) 
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Sketch from The Truth 10 May 1903 

The Pettigrew family lived at No 109 Hale Street (Electoral roll) 

 

The Telegraph 22 Feb 1904 
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 
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No earlier image (vacant since 1903 ?) 

 

 

 

July 2023 

No 105 Hale Street 
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No 111 Hale Street 
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Daily News 17 Nov 1931 
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 

Frank Thorn lived at No 111 Hale Street (Electoral roll) 
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No 113 Hale Street 
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Part 1885 Drainage Plan D-5-10, supplementary drain detail below  

(Brisbane City Archives) 

 

 

 

Part c1895 Drainage Plan D-9-17 

(Brisbane City Archives) 
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No 157 Hale Street 
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No 157 or No 161? 

The Telegraph 21 Dec 1889 
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 
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No 161 Hale Street 
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No earlier image (new’ build c1993 ? – comparison aerial 

photographs) 
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No 169 Hale Street 
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No 177 Hale Street 
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No 179 Hale Street 
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No 181 Hale Street  
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No 183 Hale Street 
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No 187 Hale Street 
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No 191 Hale Street 
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No 195 Hale Street 
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Cyril and Gladys Williams lived at No 195 Hale Street during 
 the 1950s, 60s and 70s (Electoral rolls) 
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No 199 Hale Street 
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No 203 Hale Street 
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Part c1890 Area Improvements Plan E-11-61  

(Brisbane City Archives) 
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No 205 Hale Street 
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MYSTERY HOUSE  – cnr Hale and Princess Streets 

While changes in land ownership may be traced through titles records, early buildings are 
more dificcult, since the street directories are deficient and few photographs were taken. This 
applied to the strange looking structure, at the corner of Hale and Princess Streets, with its 
pointed gables, change of roof pitch like a European barn, and segmented glass entrance 
porch off the street. Closer inspection shows that once there were open verandahs on either 
side of the porch. And the back third of the building was originally open on three sides 
beneath the main roof. 

Internally the two front rooms to either side of the central passageway are built like 
containers within an outer shell. Cedar wall panels and doors with long brass slide bolts, as 
well as leadlight windows, are also strange for an ordinary house. From above the layout 
resembles a cross. 

The first title records merely give private individuals as owners of the land – William 
Mannering Martin of Kangaroo Point in 1863, then John Lacy in 1875. From 1881 to 1883 
this property was certainly owned and occupied by Timothy Ford, labourer, followed by John 
Harr or Herr, though the title was registered in the name of his wife, Julia, a dealer, until the 
end of the century.  

Around the late 1960s, gentlemen called at all hours for ‘Georgina’. 

To this historical jigsaw may be added a couple more pieces. By 1876 there was an 
Independent Wesleyan Chapel somewhere on this thoroughfare uphill from Princess Street, 
and until 1875 the land on the opposite side of the road, where the children’s playground 
now operates, was the burial ground for the Independents or Congregationalists and 
Wesleyans of early Brisbane. 

Was this peculiar building used as a mortuary chapel until the cemeteries were closed, and 
converted to a house thereafter? The front rooms could have been used for laying out the 
dead, and open space at the rear for funeral services and transportation. 

There’s even a local story that bodies were washed in the backyard pool!  

Petrie Terrace Brisbane 1858-1988; ‘Its ups and downs’  
by Steve Woolcock & Rod Fisher (page 12) 
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Early 1980s 
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No 215 Hale Street 
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No 219 Hale Street 



Brisbane History Group 

 

Petrie Terrace Photo Study – Hale Street vDecember 2024 

 

 

 

c1984 

 

July 2023 

No 221 Hale Street 
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1977 

 

 

William Robert Gardner and Emily Elizabeth Gardner were the storekeepers at No 221 Hale 
Street during the 1920s. Circa 1932 they moved to the two storey general store on the 
opposite side of the road at No 182 Hale Street. 

From an interview with Ron Gardner early 1990s 
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Part 1888 Drainage Works Tender Plan D-9-98  

(Brisbane City Archives) 
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No 225 Hale Street 
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No 241 Hale Street 
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No 247 Hale Street 
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From an interview with Les Wiseman 1990s 

Les was born in the house next door to 247, at No 251. His father John William Wiseman was 
also born in Hale Street at No 166. Les’s grandfather came out from Scotland in 1876, 
married an Australian woman, Miss Caroline Free. Eight in that family – 4 boys and 4 girls 
they originally lived at 247, then built a house at No 166. Majority of their children born at 
No 166, born at home. A midwife attended, Mrs Parks, from Cleveland, Wellington Point. She 
would catch the train over to Hale Street to attend births. Frances was also born in Hale 
Street at No 251. Brother Herbert born there also, lived in Hale Street all his life. Now 
deceased. 

 

 

James and Caroline Wiseman c1885 

Les and his brothers and sisters, and his father and his brothers and sisters all went to the 
Petrie Terrace School. When the boys reached 7 or 8 years, they changed over to Petrie 
Terrace Boys’ School. The girls stayed at Petrie Terrace School. Did a scholarship and went to 
the Industrial High. 

Bushells Tea had their big depot next door at Mr Angel’s No 261.  

All the kids made their own trollies out of small iron wheels, a wooden tray and a pivot and 

they would ride down Hale Street. Hale was half bitumen and half dirt. The Ithaca Shire was 

on one side and the Brisbane Shire on the other, thus the half bitumen and half dirt road. 
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There was a priest, Father Masterson from St Brigid’s who had one of the few cars around 

the place. Very few people had a car. The Gardners had a car (Ron’s father). A lot of marbles 

were played in the side streets as there were no cars in those days. The girls would play 

hopscotch and in the playground. 

The Daleys lived two doors up – he was a drayman. They had a horse and dray in the yard, 

like Angel next door. John Wiseman worked for Harbours & Marine as a stoker on a ship, and 

the McAuliffes also had a dray. All the horses were kept in the back yard.  

John Miles and his family just recently sold his house in Hale Street. They had two children. 

John worked in the CSIRO. He went through the Agricultural College and became Dr. John 

Miles. He ‘tossed’ a £30,000 a year job to move up to Clermont (Kilcummin). John Miles was 

born in Hale Street in a house, double storied, two down from the shop. John put in for a land 

ballot and won the ballot at about 50 years of age, when they broke up Kilcummin just out of 

Clermont. He went and worked up there. He had won it in a prize and said if he went right 

through Queensland looking for one, he couldn’t have found a better one than the one he 

had won. Son John went to the Brisbane Grammar School. Daughter Jennifer. 

John Wiseman used to take his goat down to the cemetery to eat the grass between the 

grave stones. 

A lot of warders lived in Hale Street because the jail was nearby, then the railways started in 

1865. Les worked in the railways for 44 years. 

The school choir used to win everything and the only way they could get a piano during the 

Depression was by getting a card ruled into 12 squares and you would go around the district 

and every one of those squares represented a penny and the children would go around 

getting a penny from everyone to pay for the piano. It was lost in the fire. Mr Jones was the 

leader of the boys’ choir and coached them very well. 

Everyone in Hale Street had a wood stove and Mr Austin owned the wood depot. He’d get a 

load of wood delivered to Milton Station and he would take his horse and cart and go and 

pick it up from Milton and stack it in his yard. After FT Morris built the boot factory on the 

wood depot site, Mr Austen moved down to Crystal Street and sold the wood from there. All 

the Hale Street people would go down and buy 2 shillings and 6 pence worth of wood for 

their wood stove. 

The milk would come in an urn and he’d ladle it out into your container. 

The Ithaca Ice Works supplied ice for the ice boxes. They’d saw the blocks up with a circular 

saw and all of the children used to crouch underneath and catch the ‘snow’ as it fell on hot 

days. The Ice was delivered by horse and dray. 

Fred Dittberner would walk up the road carrying his port behind his back, with one arm 

clasped in the other behind his back. He was sacked from his job during the Depression. 
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No 251 Hale Street 
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No 261 Hale Street 
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From an interview with Les Wiseman 1990s 

From 1947 Bushells Tea had their depot at No 261 Hale Street, the home of Mr George 
Angel, the depot manager. The tea was brought up from Sydney. The ships would berth at 
the Story Bridge and the tea would be hauled up to Hale Street to be stacked underneath the 
house. It was packed up at the house and then taken all around Brisbane – St. Lucia and 
Toowong in 12 lb packets, carried in a horse drawn vehicle. Mr Angel called on every grocer 
shop. When he was on his way home going up Hale Street all of the kids would hang onto 
the back of the cart and get a free ride up Hale Street.  

He was an Englishman, had been a jackaroo out west. There were three boys born there, and 

they also had a goat in with the horse. The goat’s name was ‘Bushells Tea’ and they used to 

race him at the Exhibition, during the Show. When the goat died he did a post-mortem on 

him and then skinned him, and his skin graced the floor of the house next door for the next 

30 years. Beautiful sable goat. 

Every Saturday morning Mr Angel would nugget the harnesses. Every night the horse would 

be hosed down. The horse would be shod at the blacksmith’s shop up on Musgrave Road – 

the horse would be taken up the lane to the shop. The blacksmith’s name was Greg? There 

was a park on the corner of Hale Street and then the next shop was the Smythe’s butcher 

shop, then there was Kemp the grocer, then another grocer, then the blacksmith’s shop up 

towards Belgrave Street. Bingo was played up in the park during the 1930s when the 

Depression was on, every weekend. Not everybody had a radio and the SP bookie was in one 

of the houses up near the park. His name was Skewsie. Dick Smythe was a speedway rider. 

He started at Davies Park and then he became one of the first speedway racers in Australia. 

 

 
Backyard of No 261 Hale Street, home of the Angel family – mid 1930s 

Back row: Frances, Herbert and Les Wiseman; Edward and Norman Angel 
Front row: Joyce and Grace Ford (Wiseman’s cousins), the small boy’s name unknown 

Ken Angel sitting in the goat cart 
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No 273 Hale Street 
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The Telegraph 17 October 1921 
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 

 

Carl and Ida Dittberner and their five children emigrated from Germany in 1886. They lived in 
the Fassifern Valley before coming to Brisbane circa 1901/2. They bought five blocks of land 
in Hale Street.  

From information provided by Margaret Dittberner to Nathalie Haymann 

 

From as early as 1913 (Electoral rolls) and at the time of the fire they were living in No 279 
and owned both adjacent cottages. The fire is possibly what prompted the Council to 
purchase one of their allotments to extend Belgrave Street onto Hale Street. 

The following drawing shows this block as No 275, so there is the possibility that the cottage 
at No 275, which survived the fire, may have been relocated, or form part of any rebuild of 
No 279.   

The two houses passed to their daughters Martha Hohenhouse and Emma Schultz, Ida dying 
there in 1929 and Carl in 1933.  
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Part 1922 Street Improvements Plan 4-BCC-J-18-37 
(Brisbane City Archives) 

 

   

The Week 25 January 1929                           The Telegraph 29 March 1933 

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 
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No 283 Hale Street (and 23 Clyde Street ?) 
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No 287 Hale Street 
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291 Hale Street (and 19 Clyde Street ?) 
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295 Hale Street (now 15 Clyde Street) 
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Hale Street looking South 
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1921 Street Lighting Plan I-13-469 

(Brisbane City Archives) 
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July 1900 Plan of City of Brisbane & Suburbs according to the original land grants 

(Surveyor General’s Oficce –State Library of Queensland) 
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1951 Part aerial photograph BCC 000539333 

(Queensland Government -QImagery) 
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1987 Brisbane City Council Ring Road Brochure 
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