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1880s View of Petrie Terrace from the east (RHSQ) and the former Cricketer’s Arms c1884 (SLQ) 
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This study relates to the area bounded by Hale Street, Musgrave Road, Petrie Terrace and Milton 

Road, and primarily the residential area behind the mixed commercial street frontages of Caxton 

Street and Petrie Terrace. City Plan 2014 has much of the area zoned CH1 Character Residential. 

The area was the subject of a field study undertaken by the National Trust in 1977, suggesting they 

were active in designating this town planning/development constraint. The BHG Research Library has 

digitised copies of many of the worksheets for each individual property, and photographic prints of 

some of the buildings and houses from that time. Rod Fisher and his associates subsequently, during 

the 1980s, returned and photographed the buildings again.  

Forty years later we decided it was time for an update, and this set of street albums provides a 

snapshot of how the houses, predominantly small lot timber cottages, have been adapted for current 

day living. The area was predominantly working class in the 1970s, however, as with other older city 

fringe suburbs this has changed over time. It will primarily be of interest to residents interested in 

the history of their home, and we would welcome feedback, particularly if you would like to share 

this information in future updates. 

For the albums we have used scanned copies of photographic prints when available, photocopies 

when not, and digital images for current conditions. A number of the houses photographed in the 

1980s included side and rear views which can be made available on request. There appears to have 

been some renumbering of properties over time – apologies in advance if we have erred. 

Your comments and corrections will be appreciated. 

Kaye Mobsby & Andrew Darbyshire   bhgresearchlibrary@gmail.com 
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Members of the Smith family outside their home on the corner  
of Cricket and Petrie Terrace, previously the Cricketers Arms Hotel 

(State Library Queensland) 
 

 

Advertisers made much of the location of the Cricket Ground 

in marketing the early residential land subdivisions 

  



Brisbane History Group 

 

Petrie Terrace Photo Study – Cricket Street vAugust 2024 

 

 

 

CRICKETERS ARMS 1864 – Corner Cricket Street and Petrie Terrace  

Petrie Terrace Brisbane 1858-1988; ‘Its ups and downs’  

by Steve Woolcock & Rod Fisher  

 

One of the earliest public houses was the Cricketers Arms, built on the corner of Cricket Street and 

licensed in 1864. The name derived from the Green Hills sports ground in Countess Street, overlooked 

by the Terrace. That was Brisbane’s venue for fun and games from the 1850s to mid 1870s. Not until 

the 1874 directory did ‘Cricket Street’ become the name for Gray Street, the first landowners. Yet the 

Cricketers Arms was then renamed the ‘Railway Hotel’ in recognition of the Ipswich line at the 

southern end. 

The first proprietor until 1879 was Daniel O’Neil, who was evidently connected with Mary Ahearn, the 

well-known host at the Sportsman’s Arms downtown. Having purchased the large allotment in 1861, 

she transferred one of her subdivisions fronting the Terrace to O’Neil in 1864, the second to his wife 

Mary in 1872, and the third to her widowed daughter Bridget Cahill in 1869. The rest were mostly 

transferred to Mary and Bridget in 1872-73. Not bad going for an illiterate widow in a man’s world. 

If the Irish connection was important in early Petrie Terrace, so was the printing brigade. Robert Mills, 

a compositor of Cricket Street, who purchased Mary O’Neil’s land in 1875 and lived there for over a 

decade, was the first licensee of the Cricketers Arms. Since the licence was transferred to John Mills 

and then Daniel O’Neil within a year, this smacks of some kind of collusion. 

Another compositor involved in the liquor trade was William Warman, whose establishment was 

named after the first English printer, hence the Caxton Hotel and Caxton Street. Edmund Gregory, 

later the Government Printer, and George Hall, the Courier journalist, lived along the Terrace, as did 

Thomas Woodward Hill, publisher of the Courier. Hill, who resided opposite the hotel, was responsible 

for a petition against granting Mill’s licence, claiming that a public house on the main road would 

harm the working class. 

A photograph taken in the early 1880s shows a kind of ‘bush’ hotel – a gable-roofed, shingle-covered 

oblong building, with attic windows at each end, chamferboard walls, plain verandahs, a corner 

entrance, French doors,  and tripartite windows, plus the obligatory hotel oil lamp leaning drunkenly 

on top of its post. By this time the building had become principally a residence for the family of John F 

Smith, another publisher. 

The other incumbent was John Dunbar, listed as a carpenter in 1883, but thereafter as the caretaker 

in charge of Fire Brigade Station No 4. By 1894 Dunbar and the Petrie Terrace Fire Station moved 

further along the Terrace to Musgrave Road and the premises became exclusively residential, for 

householders and lodgers. He subsequently replaced the former hotel with a substantial home, which 

belonged to the Peapell family for many years. 
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May 2023 

Cricket Street looking west 
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Cricket Street looking west 

 

Sunday Mail 2 September 1979 
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No 15 Cricket Street 
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No 16 Cricket Street 
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            The Week, 24 February 1922                          The Brisbane Courier 21 April 1925 

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 

 

Caroline Caddell had lived at No 16 Cricket Street from 1863 (Titles)  
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No earlier image (‘new’ build) 
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No 17 Cricket Street  
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No 19 Cricket Street 
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No 22 Cricket Street 
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No 24 Cricket Street  
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No 22 & 24 Cricket Street 
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DYNE’S HOUSES c 1889 – 22-24 Cricket Street  

The panorama of Petrie Terrace in about 1874 shows various cottages at the top end of this 
street, but not these houses. An earlier building on this site was evidently owned and 
occupied by John Rowland, who purchased the 15 ½ perch subdivision in 1863 and raised a 
£100 mortgage two years later.  

At what date the existing houses replaced this cottage is something of a riddle. It is easier to 
pinpoint the dwellings on either side. ‘Aspley Cottage’ to the left was owned and occupied by 
William Caddell, a cabman, at the time. From 1872 John Donaldson, drayman, had a cottage 
on the right. After Caddell’s death in 1879, his widow Caroline lived for many years in a lesser 
cottage built on their block. Donaldson, who owned two adjoining lots, leased his old cottage 
to Joseph Campbell, a fellow drayman, on moving into his new two-storied residence at No 
34 Cricket Street in 1889-90. 

Sandwiched in between these properties were the occupants of Rowland’s old cottage and its 
two successors. From 1877 until the next century, all were working-class tenants and none 
stayed for long – a stonemason, several railway employees, a labourer, a miner, a fruiterer, 
and a couple more ‘Mrs’ but, contrary to legend, no draymasters. However, the directories 
indicate that two households first occupied the block together in 1888-89, and that the doll’s 
house was vacant for much of the disastrous nineties. But could either of the present 
cottages have been there between 1874 and 1888? 

The left-hand house, with peaked iron roof, curved verandah iron, brackets and capitals on 
timber posts, broomstick balusters and ‘single skin’ tongue and groove wall diagonally 
braced, has an 1880s appearance. The doll’s house, however, is more typical of earlier 
buildings and especially shop-houses, which often had attics and were placed gable-end 
towards the street on narrow frontages. But since both were squeezed onto the one block at 
the same time, the doll’s house was most likely shifted there from elsewhere during the late 
1880s – quite a common practice for timber buildings. 

Instead of a pair of identical semi-detached or pyramid-roofed houses with a four-roomed 
core, the owner provided two different dwellings. One was newly built in late 1880s style, but 
was narrower in width and more extended in length to accommodate six rooms and a 
hallway beneath a hipped roof. The other comprised at least one if not two old buildings, 
which were sited end to end lengthwise along an even narrower portion of the block, offering 
two living rooms downstairs, a bedroom or two upstairs, a couple more rooms at the rear, 
and verandahs front and back. 

In the 1880s, when housing was at a premium, this arrangement of two detached dwellings 
on one title was hardly unique. But the particular combination of buildings on this site also 
derived from the personal circumstances of the owner. In 1877 John Rowland sold his 
property to yet another Brisbane widow, Mrs Anna Dyne. Between 1880 and 1887 she raised 
three mortgages – for £250, £350 and as much as £4000. When the crash came in the 1890s, 
the last mortgage was foreclosed, and the title was transferred once more. Anna Dyne 
obviously needed to capitalize on her Cricket Street duo. 

Petrie Terrace Brisbane 1858-1988; ‘Its ups and downs’  

by Steve Woolcock & Rod Fisher (page 36)  
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No 27 Cricket Street 
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No 28 Cricket Street 
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No 31 Cricket Street 
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No 34 Cricket Street 
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DONALDSON’S RESIDENCE   

Brisbane City Council Local Heritage Place since 1 January 2004 

The property at 34 Cricket Street started as a larger block of land that was first sold for freehold title 

in a land sale conducted on 16 September 1861. William Gray, of Brisbane, bought the block 

designated City of Brisbane Allotment No.297 for £184.6.8.  

Like many property investors, Gray subdivided his large suburban block into smaller house 

allotments. In 1863, the block that is now recognised as 34 Cricket Street was sold to Robert Filshie 

and then John Donaldson later purchased the block in 1872.   

Donaldson retained ownership of the property until his death in 1893 when the property became the 

responsibility of the Queensland Trustees Limited.  

It next entered private ownership when John Joseph Clarke bought it in 1911. At that time Clarke was 

an acting sergeant in the Queensland Police Service. 

After 46 years the property passed from the hands of the Clarke family and in 1957, Francesco 

Antonio Ciancio became the new owner and he converted the house into flats. 

In 1961, Ciancio applied to have the flats converted into a boarding house and in 1963, Council 

approved his application to add further rooms to his boarding house. The cost of the approved 

additions was £1,500.  

In 1992 the next owner applied to have the boarding house converted into an inner-city backpacker 

hostel and plans for the proposed hostel were completed in March 1993. As part of its conversion into 

youth-orientated backpacker accommodation, a pool was dug into the rear courtyard and other 

alterations included a community laundry, luggage storage facilities, security lockers and dormitory-

style accommodation.  
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(Undated photograph) 

 

‘Culmore’ a substantial two-storied residence containing seven large and lofty rooms, 

kitchen, servant’s room, bathroom, and pantry, verandas and balconies front and back, 

substantial two-stall stable, feed room and accommodation for two vehicles. This house is 

built of first class materials throughout, with handsome hall and staircase, the windows are 

all hung and the whole property is in good condition. 

The Telegraph 24 February 1910 

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 
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The Telegraph 21 March 1946 

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 

 

Prima Testa lived at No 34 Cricket Street (Electoral Roll) 
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Early 1980s  
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Courier Mail 10 September 1985 

 

 

Set up as flats 34 Cricket Street was damaged by a fire in September 1985.  

The initial press reports suggested foul play was involved 
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No 35 Cricket Street 
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The Telegraph 15 January 1938 

Charles Longden (on left) with Timothy O’Connell 

Mrs Murphy ran a private boarding house at No 35 Cricket Street 
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Courier Mail 4 January 1939 

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 
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No 38 Cricket Street 
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No 39 Cricket Street 
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No 42 Cricket Street  
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No 43 Cricket Street 
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No 47 Cricket Street  
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No 51 Cricket Street 
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No 53 Cricket Street 
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The Telegraph 7 July 1930 

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers)  
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No 56 Cricket Street 
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No 60 Cricket Street 
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No 65 Cricket Street 
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No 66 Cricket Street 
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Queensland Times, Ipswich Herald & General Advertiser 23 August 1900 

Jemima Warnock owned No 66 – 72 Cricket Street (Titles) 
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November 1991 

Nos 69 – 79 Cricket Street 
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No 69 Cricket Street 
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Sunday Mail 7 January 1990 
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No 71 Cricket Street (renumbered, previously No 73) 
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No 73 & 75 Cricket Street 
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No 77 Cricket Street 
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The family of Brisbane Rugby League player Wally Lewis lived at No 77 Cricket Street. Wally’s 

father Jim lived there with Jim’s grandfather Les  Lewis and Jim’s uncle Edwin Lewis.  

Autobiography, My Life Wally Lewis 2023  

 

    

                             Lewis family                                       Wally Lewis as a child in backyard  

 

Les Lewis was a hairdresser who had a room under his house which he used as a barber’s 

shop. He later had a shop on Caxton Street, cnr Hale Street. He talked proudly of his 

grandson Wally who started playing in the Under Eights.  

Interview with Kevin Gamble 1990s 
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No earlier image (‘new’ build) 
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No 79 Cricket Street (situated at rear of No 77) 
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No 72 Cricket Street 
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No 76 Cricket Street 
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No 81 Cricket Street 
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No 85 Cricket Street 
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No 88 Cricket Street 
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No 92 Cricket Street 
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Early 1980s  
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No 93 Cricket Street 
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No 96 Cricket Street 
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No 97 Cricket Street 
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No 100 Cricket Street 
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No 104 Cricket Street 
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No 106 Cricket Street 
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Cricket Street looking east 
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Telegraph 21 Dec 1889 

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 
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Brisbane Courier 7 May 1927 

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 
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1885 Tender Drawing new pipe drain to supplement 

 existing stone drain Plan D-5-10 

(Brisbane City Archives) 
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Part 1890 Drainage Plan D-5-13 (Brisbane City Archives) 

 

 

 
 

Part c1891 Drainage Plan D-5-20 (Brisbane City Archives) 
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1921 Street Lighting Plan I-13-469 (Brisbane City Archives) 

 

 
 

 
 

Part 1927 Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board Plans 112 and 113 

(Brisbane City Archives) 
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July 1900 Plan of City of Brisbane & Suburbs according to the original land grants 

(Surveyor General’s Office –State Library of Queensland) 
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1951 Part aerial photograph BCC 000539333 

(Queensland Government -QImagery)  


