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This study relates to the area bounded by Hale Street, Musgrave Road, Petrie Terrace and Milton 

Road, and primarily the residential area behind the mixed commercial street frontages of Caxton 

Street and Petrie Terrace. City Plan 2014 has much of the area zoned CH1 Character Residential. 

The area was the subject of a field study undertaken by the National Trust in 1977, suggesting they 

were active in designating this town planning/development constraint. The BHG Research Library has 

digitised copies of many of the worksheets for each individual property, and photographic prints of 

some of the buildings and houses from that time. Rod Fisher and his associates subsequently, during 

the 1980s, returned and photographed the buildings again.  

Forty years later we decided it was time for an update, and this set of street albums provides a 

snapshot of how the houses, predominantly small lot timber cottages, have been adapted for current 

day living. The area was predominantly working class in the 1970s, however, as with other older city 

fringe suburbs this has changed over time. It will primarily be of interest to residents interested in 

the history of their home, and we would welcome feedback, particularly if you would like to share 

this information in future updates. 

For the albums we have used scanned copies of photographic prints when available, photocopies 

when not, and digital images for current conditions. A number of the houses photographed in the 

1980s included side and rear views which can be made available on request. There appears to have 

been some renumbering of properties over time – apologies in advance if we have erred. 

Your comments and corrections will be appreciated. 

Kaye Mobsby & Andrew Darbyshire   bhgresearchlibrary@gmail.com 
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1863 Plan of Subdivision 
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Part Plan D-9-99 Showing drainage and other works west of Petrie Terrace 

(Brisbane City Archives) 
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Part c1890c Plan E-11-61 Showing properties between Petrie Terrace and Cemetery Road for 

improvement purposes  (Brisbane City Archives) 
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Part 1927 Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board Plan 112 

(Brisbane City Archives) 
 

 

Being a government road on the original survey plan, Regent Street is exceptionally wide for 

Petrie Terrace. As some of the land was subdivided in 1863-64 and the rest in 1874, and 

earlier buildings have been replaced, different house types abound.  

Nos 4 and 22 are early twentieth century houses with front gable extensions, but their side 

verandahs were added in 1987 for auction. No 18 might look like one of these, but is really 

an 1880s house with an add-on (notice the early chimneys). 

No 14 is another of those early gable roofed cottages, but a transitional four roomer. It was 

originally single skin all round and in line with the houses on either side. 

On the opposite side of the street, the first three houses are classics. No 15 with its sunrise 

fretwork pediment and double railing is early twentieth century, and the other two are 

1880s.Nos 21 – 25 are two storied, semi-detached houses redone both front and back. 

BHG Walk/Drive Heritage Tour, 1989 
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January 2024 

Regent Street looking west 
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January 2024 

No 4 Regent Street 
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January 2024 (with inset 2023) 

No 6 Regent Street 
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Surveyor’s notebook, original sketch 1914 

(Brisbane City Archives) 
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No 8 Regent Street 
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No 10 Regent Street  
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Truth 20 January 1946 

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 

 

Minnie Turner lived at No 10 Regent Street (1943/49 electoral rolls) and Lola Olsen around the corner  

at No 63 Wellington Street (Olsen family here on1943 electoral roll) 
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No 14 Regent Street 
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No 15 Regent Street 
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No 17 Regent Street 
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No 18 Regent Street 
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No 22 Regent Street 
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No 21 & 25 Regent Street 
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No 29 Regent Street 
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Early 1980s 
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No 34 Regent Street 
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No 38 Regent Street 
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Regent Street looking east 
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July 1900 Plan of City of Brisbane & Suburbs according to the original land grants 

(Surveyor General’s Office –State Library of Queensland) 
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1951 Part aerial photograph BCC 000539333 

(Queensland Government -QImagery) 


