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This study relates to the area bounded by Hale Street, Musgrave Road, Petrie Terrace and Milton 

Road, and primarily the residential area behind the mixed commercial street frontages of Caxton 

Street and Petrie Terrace. City Plan 2014 has much of the area zoned CH1 Character Residential. 

The area was the subject of a field study undertaken by the National Trust in 1977, suggesting they 

were active in designating this town planning/development constraint. The BHG Research Library has 

digitised copies of many of the worksheets for each individual property, and photographic prints of 

some of the buildings and houses from that time. Rod Fisher and his associates subsequently, during 

the 1980s, returned and photographed the buildings again.  

Forty years later we decided it was time for an update, and this set of street albums provides a 

snapshot of how the houses, predominantly small lot timber cottages, have been adapted for current 

day living. The area was predominantly working class in the 1970s, however, as with other older city 

fringe suburbs this has changed over time. It will primarily be of interest to residents interested in 

the history of their home, and we would welcome feedback, particularly if you would like to share 

this information in future updates. 

For the albums we have used scanned copies of photographic prints when available, photocopies 

when not, and digital images for current conditions. A number of the houses photographed in the 

1980s included side and rear views which can be made available on request. There appears to have 

been some renumbering of properties over time – apologies in advance if we have erred. 

Your comments and corrections will be appreciated. 

Kaye Mobsby & Andrew Darbyshire   bhgresearchlibrary@gmail.com 
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1863 Plan of subdivision for the Regent Estate 

The Brisbane Courier of 17th October 1864 notes the sale of lots in the Regent Estate 

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 



Brisbane History Group 

 

Petrie Terrace Photo Study – Princess Street vJuly 2024 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Brisbane Courier 11 May 1883, The Telegraph 15 September 1884  (NLA Trove digitised 

newspapers), and Part 1888 Plan D-9-99 Drainage & other works west of Petrie Terrace 

(Brisbane City Archives) 
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Part c1890 Plan E-11-61 Showing houses between Petrie Terrace and Cemetery Road for 

improvement purposes (Brisbane City Archives) 
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Princess Street looking west 
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Courier Mail 23 January 1979 
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No 15 Princess Street 
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No 19 Princess Street 
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No 23 Princess Street  
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The Telegraph 22 Oct 1934, page 17                       The Courier Mail 23 Oct 1934, page 12 

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 

The Plant family lived at No 23 Princess Street (1934 Electoral Roll) 

 

  



Brisbane History Group 

 

Petrie Terrace Photo Study – Princess Street vJuly 2024 

 

 

1977 

 

November 2023 

No 26 Princess Street  



Brisbane History Group 

 

Petrie Terrace Photo Study – Princess Street vJuly 2024 

 

 

c1982 

 

November 2023 

No 27 Princess Street 
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No 28 Princess Street 
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No 32 Princess Street 
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No 35 Princess Street 
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No 36 Princess Street 
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No 40 Princess Street 
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No 42 Princess Street 
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No 43 Princess Street 



Brisbane History Group 

 

Petrie Terrace Photo Study – Princess Street vJuly 2024 

 

 

  



Brisbane History Group 

 

Petrie Terrace Photo Study – Princess Street vJuly 2024 

 

 

c1982 

 

November 2023 

No 50 Princess Street 
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No 51 Princess Street 
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No 53 Princess Street 
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No 55 Princess Street 
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No 56 Princess Street 
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No 59 Princess Street 
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YOUNG’S SHOP-HOUSE 1878 – 59 Princess Street 

This is an unusual two-storied brick building erected on a double block of land in terrace-house style. 

But it comprised only two small rooms straight off the street, one and a half bedrooms upstairs, and a 

kitchen extension. The façade was raised high to hide the gable-end of the roof; but the verandah 

was quite simply built in wood and not cast iron. Moreover the unusual character of this building 

derived more from its origin as a shop-house, assembled entirely by its owner-builder-resident. We 

know this because he kept a diary of daily work for almost a life-time. 

Having gone to sea at an early age, John William Young became a captain in Natal and farmed cotton 

in Texas before returning to England. On emigrating with his family in 1874 he farmed at Breakfast 

Creek and Kelvin Grove, and then bought his Princess Street land in 1878. As his forte was bricklaying, 

and carpentry second best, he built this place himself – the stone foundations, stumps and joists, the 

brick walls and bressummer across the front, then the iron roof and water closet. Naturally he carted 

his own materials, including demolition bricks, and dressed much of the timber himself. 

All of this being completed part-time within two months, the Young family with five dray loads of 

belongings and one cow, moved to town in June 1878. As yet the building was a mere shell, without 

doors, windows, stairs, upper flooring or front balcony, nor any kitchen or water laid on. These came 

in fits and starts during the next six months. The kitchen extension with its own colonial oven was not 

completed until six months later. 

The front room, however, was set up as a store within the first month, the shutters, shelving, counter 

and other fittings being crafted on the spot. The first day’s takings totalled only 6 shillings 4 pence. 

Less than a year later the shop was closed and the front room refurbished as a parlour. Little wonder, 

since the store was located halfway along a narrow back street, and there were already six little 

Youngs to accommodate somewhere. 

At this stage employment was spasmodic for John Young, and at best he hired only one labourer. But 

with the coming of better times in the 1880s his work expanded from odd jobs for owners and 

buildings to cottages and major buildings as a contractor himself. Before his early death in 1900 he 

employed about 70 hands. His best known work is Kirkston, the two-stored brick mansion with 

encircling verandahs of iron lace, designed by GHM Addison, the prestige architect, and built high on 

Windsor Hill in 1888-89. 

Being a man on the make, Young moved his family in 1881 to a more commodious house built on 

North Quay. Though Princess Street was advertised for only £175, it did not sell until 1884, and 

remained a rental property for the rest of the century. Its tenants were a watchmaker, clerk, 

commission agent, carpenter, railway porter, and a couple of labourers. Since William McWilliams, 

the tenant from 1893 until the early 1900s was listed variously as a labourer, a mariner and a grocer, 

a store was possibly kept there once again. A butcher carried on business there after that. 

At the time of writing this book it had been renovated twice – Mediterranean style at first and then 

colonial. The internal brick walls had been stripped bare, the front verandah rebuilt with iron, the 

kitchen extension replaced, and the rear garden bricked with remnants of the old Bellevue Hotel. All 

the same, this building remains in every sense of the phrase, the shop-house that Jack built. 

Petrie Terrace Brisbane 1858-1988; ‘Its ups and downs’  
by Steve Woolcock & Rod Fisher   



Brisbane History Group 

 

Petrie Terrace Photo Study – Princess Street vJuly 2024 

 

 

c1982 

 

November 2023 

No 60 Princess Street 
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No 63 Princess Street 
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No 64 Princess Street 
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No 66 & 68 Princess Street 
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No 69 Princess Street  
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No 70 Princess Street 
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No 74 Princess Street 
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No 75 Princess Street 
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No 77 Princess Street 
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No 79 Princess Street 
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No 84 Princess Street 
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No 87 Princess Street 



Brisbane History Group 

 

Petrie Terrace Photo Study – Princess Street vJuly 2024 

 

 

Sunday Mail 9 March 1947 

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 

The Cerezo family lived at No 87 Princess Street (1943/49electoral rolls) 
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No 88 Princess Street 
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The Truth, Brisbane – Sunday 6 May 1934 

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 

 

Identified in subsequent article as being No 88 Princess Street 
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No 91 Princess Street 
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Brisbane Telegraph 1 Aug 1953 

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 

Henry Hohnke lived at No 91 Princess Street (1943/54 electoral rolls)  
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No 92 Princess Street 
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No 95 Princess Street 
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No 97 Princess Street 
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No 98 Princess Street  
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Truth 21 July 1946 

(NLA Trove digitised newspapers) 

 

Mrs McIntyre (possibly No 98, 1959 electoral roll) and Mrs Cumming (possibly No 97, 1943 & 1949 

electoral rolls) lived on opposite sides of the street 
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No earlier image (‘new’ build) 
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No 99 Princess Street  
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No earlier image (‘new’ build) 
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No 100 Princess Street 
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No 103 Princess Street 
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No 104 Princess Street 
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Princess Street looking east 
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The Telegraph 3 Sep 1888, page 4 

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 
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July 1900 Plan of City of Brisbane & Suburbs according to the original land grants 

(Surveyor General’s Office –State Library of Queensland) 
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1951 Part aerial photograph BCC 000539333 

(Queensland Government -QImagery)  


