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1874 Looking south towards Petrie Terrace , Menzies Street centre of image 

(State Library of Queensland) 
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This study relates to the area bounded by Hale Street, Musgrave Road, Petrie Terrace and Milton 

Road, and primarily the residential area behind the mixed commercial street frontages of Caxton 

Street and Petrie Terrace. City Plan 2014 has much of the area zoned CH1 Character Residential. 

The area was the subject of a field study undertaken by the National Trust in 1977, suggesting they 

were active in designating this town planning/development constraint. The BHG Research Library has 

digitised copies of many of the worksheets for each individual property, and photographic prints of 

some of the buildings and houses from that time. Rod Fisher and his associates subsequently, during 

the 1980s, returned and photographed the buildings again.  

Forty years later we decided it was time for an update, and this set of street albums provides a 

snapshot of how the houses, predominantly small lot timber cottages, have been adapted for current 

day living. The area was predominantly working class in the 1970s, however, as with other older city 

fringe suburbs this has changed over time. It will primarily be of interest to residents interested in 

the history of their home, and we would welcome feedback, particularly if you would like to share 

this information in future updates. 

For the albums we have used scanned copies of photographic prints when available, photocopies 

when not, and digital images for current conditions. A number of the houses photographed in the 

1980s included side and rear views which can be made available on request. There appears to have 

been some renumbering of properties over time – apologies in advance if we have erred. 

Your comments and corrections will be appreciated. 

Kaye Mobsby & Andrew Darbyshire   bhgresearchlibrary@gmail.com 
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Part 1927 Metropolitan Water Supply & Sewerage Board Plan 113 

 

BHG Walk/Drive Heritage Tour 1989 

In 1861 the original purchaser of the 2 acre 1 rood 1 perch allotment through which Menzies 

Street now runs was Mary Ann Campbell, spinster of Brisbane, who married John Munro in 

1863. The land was subdivided into 31 lots and sold from then until 1878. Most were merely 

9 perches in area, though one was halved in the beginning, making two of the smallest 

blocks in Petrie Terrace. 

Two larger blocks on the Terrace itself were purchased in the name of Sarah Menzies, whose 

husband Robert was one of the many builders living in the suburb – hence the name Menzies 

Street. The residents of Menzies Street included Joseph Smith, boilermaker, and Thomas 

Forrester, ironmoulder and alderman, who ran a major engineering works down town. 

Otherwise this back street boasted the usual households of petty tradesmen, craftsmen and 

labourers, plus the stray policeman from the Terrace. 

 

Mr and Mrs Robert Menzies, Queensland Times 18 September 1915 
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 
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August 2023 

Menzies Street looking north west 
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The Brisbane Courier 22 February 1873 

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 
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Queensland Times, Ipswich Herald & General Advertiser 11 August 1900 
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 
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1885 Drainage works (supplementary pipe drain) Plan D-5-10 

(Brisbane City Archives) 
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Part 1890 Drainage works Plan D-5-13 

(Brisbane City Archives) 

 

 
 

Part c1895 Drain works Plan D-9-17 

(Brisbane City Archives) 
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No 17 Menzies Street 
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1977 street view 

c1992 Memories of Kevin Gamble who lived in No 17 Menzies Street for over 40 years 

I lived there since 1946. There was no refrigeration and we didn’t have an ice-chest in those 

days. To keep the butter cool, we’d put it in a dish of water, and hang some wet canvas 

around it and the breeze would keep it cool as it blew on the wet canvas.  

A bloke used to come down the street in a horse and cart selling fruit and vegetables. He’d 

start at the top of the street and he’d always call out “NOW YOU CAN HAVE” .......... and he 

would list how many of each item you could buy for one shilling. 

The milkman used to come with a can, with a tap on it, and you’d take your jug out and pour 

the milk straight from it. 

The baker would also call and you could buy bread directly from him. 
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No 18 Menzies Street 
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No 19 Menzies Street 
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No 20 Menzies Street 
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BHG Walk/Drive Heritage Tour 1989 

No 20 appears as an early twentieth century house in ‘mint’ condition back and front, having 

most of its original features – picket fence, double rails, bracketed post, continuous roofline, 

weatherboards, sunhoods,  stovehouse and tank stand stumps – in need of careful 

treatment; conservation not renovation.  



Brisbane History Group 

 

Petrie Terrace Photo Study – Menzies Street vJuly 2024 

 

 

c1983 

 

August 2023 

No 21 Menzies Street 
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No 25 Menzies Street 
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No 30 Menzies Street 
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CHASE’S HOUSE c 1880 – 30 Menzies Street  

Like Dyne’s houses in Cricket Street, this dwelling was not first off the rank. The panorama of 

Petrie Terrace taken in about 1874 shows a row of gable-roofed dwellings in Menzies Street, 

but none much larger than a basic two-roomed cottage. 

In comparison, this timber house is quite capacious, being built with one or two rooms in the 

roof, four high-ceiled rooms down, and a brick kitchen running the full depth under the high 

side. It is also more ornate, with ruby and plain patterned glass panels around the front door, 

a brass knocker and central knob, and floral fretwork breezeways above the hallway doors. 

Having a spacious gabled roof with nicely turned finials at either end, and a narrow stick-

balustered staircase to the attic, it is more in keeping with 1870s housing than the 1880s. But 

the convex verandah iron, four-paned sash window, internal joinery and absence of shingle 

battens suggest that this was a transitional house, built somewhere in between the eras. 

Joseph Chase was the owner of this particular 9 perch subdivision from 1864 to 1895 and 

resident there from 1873 at least – a degree of continuity unusual for much of Petrie Terrace. 

Though little is known about Chase himself, he looks like one of those seafaring men who 

was adjusting to domestic life, being described as a mariner, engine driver and then punt 

owner in the 1870s, but an engineer thereafter. From 1896 to 1900 Joseph Chase, engineer, 

and Miss E. Chase, dressmaker, were listed as householders in nearby Caxton Street. 

Patrick Gorman, the next owner from 1895 until his death in 1916, was quartermaster and 

then sergeant major of the Queensland Defence Force at Victoria Barracks up the hill. 

Between 1885 and 1891 Gorman acquired five houses in a row, living in number 18 in the 

1880s and then number 12, while renting out the others. 

As happened to so many rented houses, the verandahs were later closed with fibro sheets 

and assorted windows, the double chimney was shorn off above the roofline, the central 

steps were replaced at the side and the living space was divided into five flatettes. 

Chase’s old house is now being rejuvenated by its owner-occupier. All of the verandah 

balustrading has long gone; but the posts indicate that, unlike most timber houses of its type 

and location, this one had cast iron - hardly surprising for a mariner turned engineer. 

 

Petrie Terrace Brisbane 1858-1988; ‘Its ups and downs’  

by Steve Woolcock & Rod Fisher (page 38) 
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          The Telegraph 8 Dec 1943                                   Brisbane Telegraph 9 July 1951 

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 

 

No 30 Menzies Street was named ‘Desmond’ 

(The Telegraph 15 June 1917 – NLA Trove Auction Notice) 

 



Brisbane History Group 

 

Petrie Terrace Photo Study – Menzies Street vJuly 2024 

 

 

c1983 

 

August 2023 

No 31 Menzies Street 
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No 37 Menzies Street 
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No 40 Menzies Street 
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No 42 Menzies Street 
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Subdivisions 23 and 24 of allotment 294 (ie Nos 42 and 44 Menzies Street) were owned by 

William Henry Warman and his daughter Emily Jane Warman. WH Warman was the original 

owner and licensee of the Caxton Hotel. The properties in Menzies Street were sold after Mr 

Warman died in 1912. 

 

 

The Telegraph 15 Jul 1913 

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 

 

Mrs Gilbert lived at No 42 Menzies Street (1914 electoral roll) 
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No 43 Menzies Street 
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No 44 Menzies Street 
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August 1988  
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No 49 Menzies Street 
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(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 

 

The Cuerel family lived in No 49 Menzies Street for over 30 years 
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No 52 Menzies Street 
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Herb Johnson memories of No 52 Menzies Street in the early 1970s 

“The bathroom was a tin shed downstairs to the right, with the toilet next to it, made of 

wood with big holes in its walls where the neighbour could look through. The neighbours 

must have been part of a free love movement, as I saw them walking around inside their 

house nude, occasionally with a few of their nude friends.” 
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No 55 Menzies Street 



Brisbane History Group 

 

Petrie Terrace Photo Study – Menzies Street vJuly 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

The Brisbane History Group was sent an old family photo of a house believed to be located 

somewhere in the suburb of Petrie Terrace. After much research into the families who were 

associated with the owner of the photo, the location was narrowed down to Menzies Street. 

But it didn’t quite fit with any of the house photographs we had, and the incline of the street 

just didn’t look right. So we ‘flipped’ the image and it became much easier to identify it as No 

55 Menzies Street. 

It was the home of Mrs Mary Jackson when her brother Hugh O’Brien (great grandfather of 

the photo owner) emigrated from Ireland and arrived in Brisbane in 1913. It remained the 

home for some members of the Jackson/O’Brien families until the 1940s.(electoral rolls)  

Photo courtesy of Caroline Towers (May 2024) 
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No 58 Menzies Street 
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No 61 Menzies Street 
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No 64 Menzies Street 
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No 67 Menzies Street 
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No 70 Menzies Street 
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No 73 Menzies Street 
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No 74 Menzies Street  
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Sunday Mail 26 Sep 1937 

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 

 

O’Neill lived at No 74 Menzies Street (Wise’s Post Office Directory 1937) 
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No 78 Menzies Street 
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No 79 Menzies Street 



Brisbane History Group 

 

Petrie Terrace Photo Study – Menzies Street vJuly 2024 

 

 

c1983 

 

August 2023 

No 88 Menzies Street 
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Menzies Street looking south east 
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Menzies Street looking south 
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Truth 17 October 1943 

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 

 

Exact street location unknown  
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July 1900 Plan of City of Brisbane & Suburbs according to the original land grants 

(Surveyor General’s Office – State Library of Queensland) 
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1951 Part aerial photograph BCC 000539333 

(Queensland Government - QImagery) 


