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This study relates to the area bounded by Hale Street, Musgrave Road, Petrie Terrace and Milton 

Road, and primarily the residential area behind the mixed commercial street frontages of Caxton 

Street and Petrie Terrace. City Plan 2014 has much of the area zoned CH1 Character Residential. 

The area was the subject of a field study undertaken by the National Trust in 1977, suggesting they 

were active in designating this town planning/development constraint. The BHG Research Library has 

digitised copies of many of the worksheets for each individual property, and photographic prints of 

some of the buildings and houses from that time. Rod Fisher and his associates subsequently, during 

the 1980s, returned and photographed the buildings again.  

Forty years later we decided it was time for an update, and this set of street albums provides a 

snapshot of how the houses, predominantly small lot timber cottages, have been adapted for current 

day living. The area was predominantly working class in the 1970s, however, as with other older city 

fringe suburbs this has changed over time. It will primarily be of interest to residents interested in 

the history of their home, and we would welcome feedback, particularly if you would like to share 

this information in future updates. 

For the albums we have used scanned copies of photographic prints when available, photocopies 

when not, and digital images for current conditions. A number of the houses photographed in the 

1980s included side and rear views which can be made available on request. There appears to have 

been some renumbering of properties over time – apologies in advance if we have erred. 

Your comments and corrections will be appreciated. 

Kaye Mobsby & Andrew Darbyshire   bhgresearchlibrary@gmail.com 
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Part 1888 Drainage Works Tender Plan D-9-98 (Brisbane City Archives) 

 

The Ups and Downs of Petrie Terrace 1989, Brisbane History Group Walk/Drive Heritage 

Tour publication: 

‘Earl Street comprised the large allotment bought in 1861 by the Anglican bishop Edward 

Tufnell. In 1878 this was obtained by accountant John Bale, who succeeded in carving it up 

into 26 lots of about 6 perches apiece. 

Though none of the houses has been authentically restored, the combination of history, 

architecture and topography, including masonry retaining walls and scenic views across the 

Castlemaine Perkins/Bond Brewery, make Earl Street a most atmospheric pocket of Petrie 

Terrace’ 
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Jun 2023 

Earl Street looking south west 
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June/August 2023 

 

Petrie Terrace Brisbane 1858-1988; ‘Its ups and downs’ by Steve Woolcock & Rod Fisher  

Opened in 1912 the shop which stood on this corner was part of a busy retail precinct 

centred on Normanby Fiveways dating from the 1880s. This included the hotel, a post office, 

the railway station, fire brigade and businesses along Musgrave Road. Just before the 1939-

45 War these included a newsagency, hairdresser/tobacconist, butcher and confectioner, two 

general stores and three mixed businesses, a printer, two motor garages, and a plumber. 

 

No 9 Earl Street (and 14 Musgrave Road) 
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No 11 Earl Street 
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Part 1927 Metropolitan Water and Sewerage Board Plan 111 (Brisbane City Archives) 

 

The Ups and Downs of Petrie Terrace 1989, Brisbane History Group Walk/Drive Heritage 

Tour publication: 

‘This timber house high above the masonry-lined cutting, was built in 1896 with its gable 

roofed side towards the street. This was because its front, with cross-braced verandah 

balustrading faces Musgrave Road, being sited at first on three corner blocks. 

Its owner was John James Clark, a former Colonial Architect, who presumably did the design 

himself. The next owners, Alfred Sands, a ganger, and his wife Elizabeth, moved there from 

lower down the street and built the shop-house in front, which has been occupied since 1912’ 
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No 14 Earl Street (also No 42 St James Street) 



Brisbane History Group 

 

Petrie Terrace Photo Study – Earl Street vJune 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ups and Downs of Petrie Terrace 1989, Brisbane History Group Walk/Drive Heritage 

Tour publication: 

‘This house with a steeply pitched roof and attic rooms in its gable was built circa 1882, probably by 

its first owner John Wilson, another of those peripatetic carpenters around Petrie Terrace’ 
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No 15 Earl Street 
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The Courier Mail 16 February 1910 (National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 

Mr and Mrs J A Henley Snr lived at No 15 Earl Street (1909 Electoral Role)  
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No 18 Earl Street 
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No 22 Earl Street 
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No 23 Earl Street 
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Brisbane Telegraph 11 July 1952 

(NLA Trove digitised newspapers) 

 

James and Daphne Finney lived at No 23 Earl Street (1949 Electoral Roll)  
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No 26 Earl Street 
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Brisbane Telegraph 1 November 1951 

(NLA Trove digitised newspapers) 

 

The Scott family lived at No 26 Earl Street (1941 & 1959 Electoral Rolls) 
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No 29 Earl Street 
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Brisbane Telegraph 10 August 1951 

(NLA Trove digitised newspapers) 
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Photographs and information from the Queensland Police Museum (2017) 

 

 

Detectives arrive at No 29 Earl Street to examine the crime scene. The sign reads ‘Bill Phillips 

Tattooist, Engraving & Ear-piercing’. 
 

At about 8.45am on 9 October 1967 a postman delivered a small parcel to 29 Earl Street, 

Petrie Terrace. Mrs Tracey Phillips aged 22, wife of Bill Phillips, tattoo artist, took the package 

from the mailbox to her bedroom and opened it in the presence of her husband and young 

son. Inside the parcel she found a wooden box with an inlaid lid. When she lifted the lid of 

the box it exploded causing serious injury to her chest, face and hands. Her husband and son 

were also injured.  

The explosion also caused considerable damage to the bedroom furniture. Small fragments 

of wood and pieces of explosives imbedded themselves into the walls, furniture and into the 

bodies of both Mr and Mrs Phillips. A report by Constable 1/c Neil Raward from the Technical 

Section read: 

‘Proceeded to 29 Earl St., the front bedroom of the house was covered in dust which 

apparently came from the ceiling after the explosion, the boards in the walls and ceiling had 
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been damaged and nails supporting them had been pushed through due to explosive effect. 

The boards were pitted with small pieces of timber which were apparently part of the box in 

which the bomb was contained. The bed clothing and mattress on the bed had been 

shredded by the blast. Took possession of these articles. The windows in the bedroom and 

hall were shattered and the tattoo room next to the bedroom had been littered with debris. 

On arriving there was a distinct odour of exploded gelignite. The doors of the cupboards 

beside the bed had fallen across the bed. 

A detailed examination of the debris in the rooms was made. Fragments of a 9 volt Exide 

Transistor battery were found, as was a portion of an electric detonator and yellow insulated 

lead wires. Recovered numerous fragments of soft timber which were embedded in the walls 

and ceiling and also which were on the floor. Some of this timber was inlayed. Blood and hair 

was adhering to the walls behind and beside the bed. Received bottle containing piece of 

metal from Detective Sergeant Sid Atkinson, which was removed from face of Phillips. Also 

received pieces of timber and glass which were removed from Phillips and his wife. 

Police investigators spent a considerable amount of time researching the type of box and 

explosive used but despite a long and thorough investigation, this crime still remains 

unsolved after more than 50 years.  
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No 30 Earl Street 
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Sunday Mail 21 Oct 1934 

(NLA Trove digitised newspapers) 

 

 

Timothy Carver, a milk vendor, and his wife Hannah lived in No 30 Earl Street in the 1930s. 

Previously they’d lived in both Belgrave Street and Hale Street.  

One of their daughters, Elizabeth Carver, married Edward (Ned) Hanlon, a member of the 

Australian Labor Party, who  became Premier of Queensland in 1946. 

Other members of the Carver family have also had an active interest in politics in Brisbane. 

Caroline Towers 2024 
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No 31 Earl Street 
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No 34 Earl Street 
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No 35 Earl Street 
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Truth 5 January 1930, 

(NLA Trove digitised newspapers) 
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No 39 Earl Street 
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No 40 Earl Street 
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No earlier image (Vacant Lot ?) 
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No 41 Earl Street  
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No earlier image (Vacant Lot ?) 
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No 42 Earl Street 
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No 45 Earl Street 
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No 47 Earl Street 
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c1980s   
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No earlier image (‘New’ build 2010-2013’ish) 
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No 49 Earl Street 
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Earl Street looking north east  
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The Courier Mail 31 December 1935 (NLA Trove digitised newspapers) 
 

The exact street address for the Leighton family is unknown  
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July 1900 Plan of City of Brisbane & Suburbs according to the original land grants 

(Surveyor General’s Office – State Library of Queensland) 
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1951 Part aerial photograph BCC 000539333 

(Queensland Government - QImagery) 


