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This study relates to the area bounded by Hale Street, Musgrave Road, Petrie Terrace and Milton
Road, and primarily the residential area behind the mixed commercial street frontages of Caxton
Street and Petrie Terrace. City Plan 2014 has much of the area zoned CH1 Character Residential.

The area was the subject of a field study undertaken by the National Trust in 1977, suggesting they
were active in designating this town planning/development constraint. The BHG Research Library has
digitised copies of many of the worksheets for each individual property, and photographic prints of
some of the buildings and houses from that time. Rod Fisher and his associates subsequently, during
the 1980s, returned and photographed the buildings again.

Forty years later we decided it was time for an update, and this set of street albums provides a
snapshot of how the houses, predominantly small lot timber cottages, have been adapted for current
day living. The area was predominantly working class in the 1970s, however, as with other older city
fringe suburbs this has changed over time. It will primarily be of interest to residents interested in
the history of their home, and we would welcome feedback, particularly if you would like to share
this information in future updates.

For the albums we have used scanned copies of photographic prints when available, photocopies
when not, and digital images for current conditions. A number of the houses photographed in the
1980s included side and rear views which can be made available on request. There appears to have
been some renumbering of properties over time — apologies in advance if we have erred.

Your comments and corrections will be appreciated.

Kaye Mobsby & Andrew Darbyshire bhgresearchlibrary@gmail.com
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St James Street looking north west
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No earlier image
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No 16 St James Street
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‘Warren Lodge’ also known as ‘Charleston Mews’
Brisbane City Council Heritage Place since 16 February 2018

Notes from citation

‘Warren Lodge’ is a set of six brick flats constructed on a high ridgeline above the Normanby
Fiveways on Musgrave Road, Petrie Terrace. Built by owner, Ernest Frank Morley, the brick flats
display elements of Functionalist architecture, popular at the time. ‘Warren Flats’ are important in
demonstrating Brisbane’s development pattern in the early 1940s, in particular Petrie Terrace, and

the way in which ideas about acceptable forms of housing were changing.

In 1941 Ernest Frank Morley and his wife Edith Lily Morley purchased several parcels of land along
Musgrave Road, Petrie Terrace. It isn’t clear if Morley, a building contractor, designed the building
himself or if they had an architect. In May 1941 the application for the construction of the flats was
approved by the Brisbane City Council and was recorded to cost £2,950. By 1943 the flats had been
completed and the Morleys were recorded in the Electoral Rolls as residing there. The flats were

ideally situated close to the city and the Normanby tram stop.

The building is a highly intact two-storey face-brick set of flats with a tiled hipped roof fronting
Musgrave Road and overlooking the Normanby Fiveways. It has rear access from St James Street at
the upper level. It retains timber casement windows and the Musgrave Road elevation features a
semi-circular bay window and square projected balcony with barley twist columns. The garden has a

face brick retaining wall and original garden beds.
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No earlier image (constructed 2009 — 2013?)

August 2023

No 21 St James Street
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‘Cambusnethan’, 22 St James Street

“The house, built in the mid 1880’s, was originally a four room cottage, then extended out and over
when my great grandparents purchased it in 1891. Prior to 1930 my great grandfather converted the
second floor into 3 flats and sealed the stairway to the attic, which was his photographic darkroom.
The stables which housed his horses and carriage were later converted to a media room and upstairs

5th bedroom in the early 2000’s.

My great grandfather was a highly regarded businessman, Master Plasterer, who did the work at
Regent Theatre, City Hall, Masonic Hall and many more. He was a Grand Master of the Masons and
devout Baptist. He turned his home into flats, lived in one and rented the rest to prostitutes. After his

death in 1933, my great grandmother and grandmother continued the business until 1950.

After the death of my great grandmother, the home was sold and purchased by Mrs Kelly who
continued the business of ‘The Ladies of the Night’, red light in front window to announce they were

open for business.”

Photo and description courtesy Cheryl Palmer (Apr 2017 & Dec 2023)
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No 23 St James Street
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Appears to be current day No 23
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Appears to be current day No 23
Newspaper advertisement February 2007

(BHG Newspaper Cuttings Book)
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SIGN OF THE TIMES WITH VJs, TIMBER PANEL DOORS AND POLISHED FLOORS IN THE HALLWAY

Movies replaced
by elbow grease

A three-bedroom, one-bathroom
inner-city Queenslander presents a
prime opportunity for investors and
renovators.

Marketing agent Mario Sultana said
the house, which was built between the
late 1800s and early 1900s, was
awaiting the renovator’s touch.

Mr Sultana said the house had been
renovated some years ago and with “a
little elbow grease” would regain some
of its former polish.

Set on more than 460 sq m, the
house has been previously owned by
Australian film production company
Beeps, which used the premises for
filming and editing its productions.

Established trees in the front yard
create a private facade between the
street and house.

Built on two levels with a carport
underneath, the house could be raised
or dug-out for extra rooms to be added.

In the main living area fretwork is
complemented by vertical joint walls
and ceilings, all characteristic of
traditional Queenslander design.

Polished wooden floorboards offer

Brisbane History Group

glimpses of splendour with a little
attention and refurbishment.

A large, glassed-in L-shaped veranda
wraps around the side of the house
hugging the lounge room and a
bedroom.

A small hallway opens to all three
bedrooms and leads in to the lounge
room, which also accesses the separate
kitchen.

Typical of many old Queenslanders,
all three bedrooms are similarly sized
and spacious.

Built in Brisbane’s flourishing Petrie
Terrace, the house is close to the
revamped Caxton Street precinct and
army barracks redevelopment.

details L& 0707

Propeity:

21 StJames Streel. Brisbane Gity
Auction:

On site, 9.30am, March 10
nspection:

F b

Today. 10.30-11lam
Agentc
Harcouns Propeity Cetiii 1 8007

Mano

Sullana U426 282 226

Appears to be current day No 23
Newspaper advertisement February 2007
(BHG Newspaper Cuttings Book)
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No 29 St James Street
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No 32 St James Street

Petrie Terrace Photo Study — St James Street vMay 2024



Brisbane History Group

[aA1y21y 93353 [B3Y [1Y24NYD

/A191205 [e21101SIH 1014351Q 7R JoSpuI Asauino))]

*j}9am Jad G2¢ 3q PLNOd e[S SABUM

*seb pue A31014303|9 sAed uaumg
*(se3393e14 6) Yoom uad

‘T NHO4 "ANVISNIIND 40 FDIAHIS ONLLSN TN
NOISSIWWOD 113N 40 9ng

NOILONNMNOD 40 sisvd

000°59% 06T$ SIUSJA |B30] *SWOOJAY}eq |eunuuwiod YjLm sa333ajels Of 38 THY
:3014d SHHVWIY ¢[8¢ 12¢ INOHJ
‘ v A71) “ans
A3|edy Xady vl
340N 103488V
3ISNOH ¥3ANN
$d31S HvaH | Sd31S LNOYS
31S41J J0pUdA
Buta 1SNW Ing 3934LQ 1934SN1

*j0bau 9A0ABYSY “jueg yj[eom,)

dA [RECKEEL]
aueqstag yin/Asjuels O1€ %

HOE "3O0LLY 40 £°99S 40 ST/HT°S ‘ady

‘adus | 026°TT$ oA

‘oN ssassv | 1922259 saivy

ONINOZ Sa/ a3IN34

WG T XxOHddV LNOHS QU /G "xouddv aNv
fgaoy 5135 MO VMO P94 F¥ FW0S 650y uwo

N P A Jopun

R . S AHANNY
atoo uu S¢¥D ‘SMH ﬂC—\ S¥0 3IAOLS

L 238 ‘uns | (O [PUSJT 9TPUT) 2y, ve

LX0L A

~ OU " ‘swy waHi0

[X0T ‘swyaa [A[UU SJ49U az

o olLvd PIO 39V

TA79E37 3G s3qwm 1N uoJt 4004

PO ™Y syawms/o | J4g ABD asva

/9908y INOH — R —— BnOM¢
N ONILSIT ANVN3L T S/HOAN3A

TVEEIL ITIIId gunans| 13FYILS SIWVE “IS 2€  13awas] 6/ 20 4vw] 1S Aolf3unoy TIN

Late 1970s

Petrie Terrace Photo Study — St James Street vMay 2024



Brisbane History Group

- {; \Q'F
ol \h\ L 1

s o 1gt 1Y
e u—" al il
buidd huutl

August 2023

No 36 St James Street
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Conias
Apolio 2

“Superior Customer Service”

Licensed Auctioneers, Full Property Management

YOU ARE INVITED THIS SATURDAY

AT UECETNTSOEN

36 ST JAMES STREET PETRIE TERRACE

Brisbane History Group

PADDINGTON BRANCH
90 Latrobe Terrace,
Paddington. Qld. 4064
Phone: (07) 369 3499
Fax: (07) 368 3937

AUCTION ON SITE SATURDAY 21ST SEPTEMBER 1991 @ 11.00 AM

OPEN FROM 10.00 AM

THIS IMMACULATELY PRESENTED COLONIAL OFFERS YOU A UNIQUE
LIFESTYLE OF INNER CITY LIVING AT ITS BEST. BEAUTIFULLY
RENOVATED WITH 3 LARGE BEDROOMS, COLONIAL STYLE BATHROOM,
OPEN PLAN LIVING AREA OPENS ONTO DECK AT REAR, AND ALL MODERN
CONVENIENCES TO ALLOW AN EASY LIFESTYLE FOR THE BUSY
PROFESSIONAL.
RPD : LOT 78 RP 10688
ZONING : SPECIAL DEVELOPMENT
LAND SIZE : 253m?
RATES s $304.22
FOR APPOINTMENT : SONYA HARCOURT AFTER HOURS : 368 3468
WORK : 369 3499
MEMBER REIQ
(BHG Digital Records)
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: A FRESH CASE.

About half-past 9 last evening, the Mayor
Wwas advised that John Mannion, aged
26, residing in St. James street,
off Mountjoy-street, Petrie-terrace,

was suffering from plague. The
patient had been employed up to last

last evening. The
conitacts are eight in number—the patient’s
Mu.tnm.thm-‘:um & young

§
5
£
s
s

J

is a cul de sac, and which branches from
Mountjoy-street at the top of the first rise
of the roadway from Petrie-terrace.
Though surrounded by other residences,
each dwelling stands within its own

with a fair sbundance of fellage In from
and on elther side, and a narrow, sontracted
yard behind. Inspector Nethercote was on
the spot soon after the medical decision was
made known, and gave immediate effect to
mmelluwmumm.

No 40 or No 36 ?

Article in Brisbane Courier 6 July 1900
(National Library of Australia, Trove digitised newspapers)
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No 40 St James Street
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No 42 St James Street (also No 14 Earl Street)
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August 2023

St James Street looking south East

Petrie Terrace Photo Study — St James Street vMay 2024



Brisbane History Group

L /

UDING SITES. PETR7
g\\\‘ﬁ%\//ops HiL, Pfi///nmm”\'ﬁﬁ

\3

% WW”ARIHURMARHN&C"WMMW
b 10™ FeB*
Commencmg sﬁa/’,a at 2 0 C/oc/r

Taws / Cast Basace 5 6&9) Marus. & /o lurennsr.
NOTE /’m// Wus7 06 Puro Tt o SALE.

3
PARADE

320

CLARENDON

A :
i MouNTIOY
s#lz352/5/ 26l27 20 251 g
kg b, | 2.
| |« «T« Ll ’h J 78 § \
¥ S
(/zsfssra) 9|l |2l __ 7
| HAKILTON & RAFF | gt | 4o Z \
' \ 5, : L[] Lo /s
N \ \! Locensed Surngyors = \
. | : Ifll/ﬁ'&lﬂ/_l“ PARADE q
= & 18\171/6 15 1 13112 1 10|90 |8 7 |6 |5 [# 97, A
g : = ol s«t | IS § JA4 2 RES.
_/:/'%/(./m Lirh HO4 M2 Erix 5" Brskane covr Az Lo [ i s /I ,.j, 7

1883 Land Auction plan of Bishop’s Hill, Petrie Terrace (SLQ)

Petrie Terrace west of Fiveways would subsequently be renamed Musgrave Road and the
north-south Gov’t Road, initially Cemetery Road, would be extended through Portion 315 and
become Hale Street

‘Bishop’s Hill’ was an appropriate name for this locale, James Quinn the RC Bishop of
Brisbane purchased seven of the Portions fronting Petrie Terrace stretching from Regent
Street to Hale Street. He missed out on Portion 311 which was purchased by Edward
Wyndham Tufnell, C of E Bishop of Brisbane.
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Part 1888 Drainage works Tender Plan D-9-98
(Brisbane City Council Archives)
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Part 1921 Street lighting Plan I-13-469
(Brisbane City Archives
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July 1900 Plan of City of Brisbane & Suburbs according to the original land grants
(Surveyor General’s Office —State Library of Queensland)
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1951 Part aerial photograph BCC 000539333
(Queensland Government -Qlmagery)
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